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The Cellular Phone Patrol (Cell Patrol) Program had been designed to save lives by deterring cellular phone use while driving without using a hands-free device. The program is also designed to augment local law enforcement agencies by providing videotaped proof of motorist violating cellular phone use laws while driving.  

1) Cell Patrols are local citizens contracted by the District Attorney, Sheriff, or Police Department for the purpose of videotaping motorist talking on cell phones without using a hand free device while driving. There are two types of Cell Patrols; Roaming and Mobile. Roaming Cell Patrols videotape motorists from another vehicle. The Cell Patrol may be parked or in motion (roaming). Roaming Cell Patrols must work in two or more person teams. The passenger(s) will always operate the videotaping equipment. There will never be any videotaping from the driver’s window. Mobile Cell Patrols video- tape from a building, or some secluded or fixed area. Cell Patrols will operate in designated areas with respect to local laws, territory, and jurisdiction. 

2) The videotaping must show one continuous taped segment starting with and including the vehicle’s license plate and without any break in taping show the driver holding the cell phone to his/her ear, or engaged in a conversation. The taping sequence may also be from the driver to the license plate. All videotaping will have date and time stamp. The Cell Patrol will vocally add location via sound recording.

3) The Cell Patrol will submit all videotaped segments to the District Attorney, Sheriff, or Police Department, or their designated representative at the end of the work week or period. The taped segments will then be reviewed by authorized law enforcement personnel in the presence of the Cell Patrol to determine if the taped segment(s) support violation of the law. When and if it is determined that the motorists is in violation of the law, using the vehicle’s license plate information, the District Attorney or other authorized law enforcement officials will initiate proceedings to cite the registered owner(s) of the vehicle. 

4) CR Connelly Enterprises (CRCE) recommends that the cited owner(s) be allowed to challenge his/her citation in traffic court. If the owner is not the driver, CRCE recommends (with the courts approval) that the registered owner(s) of the vehicle be allowed to identify the driver of the vehicle for the purpose of citing the actual driver of the vehicle if this is allowable by law. 

5) CRCE suggests a minimum fine of $300.00 for the first offense and an additional $50.00 per occurrence thereafter for the same identified license plate (provided that license plate remains with the original owner). CRCE recommends that Roaming Cell Patrols be awarded $150.00 per conviction and Mobile Cell Patrols be awarded $100.00 per conviction. This money will be paid to the Cell Patrol after the fine has been paid. The remainder of the money can be used at the discretion of the county, city or controlling authority. CRCE recommends that Cell Patrols maintain a back-up copy of their tapes for their personal records for a period of one year. CRCE recommends that the court retain all original video tapes for a period of one year after a conviction.
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6) A Cell Patrol will never approach, engage, interact with, or provoke any motorist for any reason. A Cell Patrol will not be given any information or allowed access to any information about any video- taped motorist or vehicle’s license plate information. A Cell Patrol will not research nor request any research or information for or about any videotaped motorist or license plate number. If possible, the only link between the patrol and the vehicle will be the vehicle’s videotaped license plate information.

7) In an effort to ensure that Cell Patrols do not submit duplicate videotaping, any license plate identified with any previous citation will automatically be scrutinized by the District Attorney’s office for previous submission. CRCE recommends that any Cell Patrol found to be in violation will have his/her contract terminated immediately, be charged with falsifying a document, fraud, and all other relevant violations and or charges. In addition, CRCE recommends that the Cell Patrol receive the maximum punishment allowable by law.

8) In addition to identifying cell phone violators, the same videotaping may also be used to identify seat belt violations, child safety seat violations, vehicles with expired registration, license plate/vehicle matching discrepancies, littering, and sex offenders in unauthorized areas. Additional fines may be levied against a vehicle’s owner if the videotaping supports violation of any of the aforementioned areas. Appropriate or additional action may be taken by law enforcement officials if warranted. 

DISCLAIMER: User(s) assumes all risks associated with the use of this program. CRCE shall not in any event be liable for any direct, indirect, punitive, special, incidental, or consequential damages, including, without limitation, lost revenues, or lost profits, arising out of or in any way connected with the use or misuse of this program. CRCE shall not be held liable for any injury or loss of limb or life as a result of using this program. 
